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Spousal support or “alimony” is monetary support that is paid from 
one spouse to the other after their spousal relationship has ended if it is 
determined that the spouse is entitled to such financial assistance. There 
are a variety of factors that determine the amount of spousal support that 
will be paid (quantum) and for how long (duration). Spousal Support 
Advisory Guidelines have been developed to assist parties and judges in 
determining the amount and duration of spousal support that should be 
paid, but the Guidelines are not mandatory. The Guidelines set out a high 
and low amount that can be awarded; however, the judge has discretion on 
the amount to award in any given situation and can award an amount that 
is different than the Guidelines. 

A spouse can make an application for spousal support at the interim 
stage via the court.  At the interim stage, once it is established a spouse 
is entitled to support, one of the primary considerations is whether one 
spouse has the ability to pay (“means”) and the other spouse has a need to 
receive financial assistance. 

Once the matter proceeds to a final resolution, other factors are also 
considered such as the length of the relationship, the roles that were 
assumed during the relationship, and whether the spouse receiving support 
can become financially independent of the other spouse. The amount of 
support and the length of time it is paid on a final resolution varies widely 
and is dependant on the circumstances of the spouses.
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McKercher LLP enjoys a reputation for integrity, experience and innovation. Our lawyers, collectively and individually, strive to preserve and promote that 
reputation, committing themselves and their considerable talents to meeting the complex needs of local, provincial, national and international clients.  
Kate, Samantha and Zina are part of our  Family Law team and provide honest, focused & experienced legal solutions to Saskatchewan families - both in 
and outside of court.  

This document as well as other resources online have been provided for information purposes only and should not be taken as legal opinions on any 
specific facts or circumstances.  Counsel should be consulted concerning your own situation and any specific legal questions you may have.
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